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classes in one general potent con- 
federacy rule, and this world ap- 
pears, according to the present per- 
verted state of things, " to be made 
for Cassstr." It is astonishing and af- 
flicting, to behold how knaves, by 
means of their powerful confederacy, 
and by the sympathy with each 
other in their various classes, con- 
trive to keep each other in counte- 
nance. Men suddenly raised to 
eminence, intent only on the arts of 
rising still higher,^ become lenient to 
crimes, sometimes perhaps from cer- 
tain recollections of their own con- 
duct, in practising the arts of rising. 

If we do not individually cherish 
in our breasts a high sense of honour, 
as the constant rule of action, and 
guide through life, we slide into a 
false tenderness, which inclines to 
pardon a departure in others from 
the strict line of right, and thus the 
standard of a correct morality is low- 
ered in general, and a debased sys- 
tem comes to be the rule for con- 
duct. Degeneracy spreads, and 
threatens to involve all honour and 
honesty in one common ruin, and, 
like an overwhelming torrent, sweeps 
every thing before its force. This 
is the progress of luxury, and thus 
the fallof nations is accelerated. 

So have fallen the states of ancient 
renown, and so will modern nations 
fall, if the people of whom they are 
composed, fail in the essential qua- 
lities which confer stability on states. 



and mendacity. The vice of lying is 
taught them, and taught them most im- 
pressively, by the highest example, and 
the highest authority. No vice more 
deeply taints the character than mendacity. 
Under the shape of a. cloak, it acts as an 
inducement and a temptation to every 
vice, and to every crime. Dishonesty in 
words, among the common people, is * sel- 
dom far distant from dishonesty in actions. 
A_ habit of .insincerity, of irregularity of 
mind in regard to truth and falsehood', in 
a man of that class, is seldom found con- 



The following letter came after the pages of this 
Maga-zine were mostly set, hut it is inserted, 
though with some inconvenience- 
To the Proprietors of tie Belfast Magaxintk. 

An Anti-Catholic Petition has been 
lately set on foot in the County of Down. 
I looked with some anxiety to the success 
of its progress; because I know the just in- 
fluence the recorded sentiments of this 
County must have in Ireland, and in Eng- 
land. The result has been glorious indeed. 
If the public mind had ever Wavered On 
the subject of Dawn liberality, the late Im- 
potent efforts to promote an intolerant 
measure, must have for ever set the ques- 
tion at rest. It may seem strange, why 
these strictly loyal Protestants, these trem- 
blers for the Ark of the Church, did not 
summon an Aggregate assembly of the 
true Blues, to cry out against this danger- 
ous measure of Catholic concession ?— Why 
they did not collect all their, force, and 
openly and honestly enter their protest ? 
But, alas! the good old cause has fa'- 

len into decline in this degenerate county : 

and as if the glorious and immortal 
memory itself were forgotten. Men are 
now ashamed, actually ashamed to raise 
their loyal voice in defence of their King 
aad Constitution. "* 

nected with that regularity and steadiness 
of mind, which persevering industry and 
frugality, the virtuei of his station indis- 
pensibly require. War, therefore, by ha- 
bituating the people to the example of 
falsehood, on the largest and most opera- 
tive scale, has a powerful tendency to en- 
gender in them a mendacious propensity, 
and to lay a foundation of all worthlessness 
of character, with which mendacity is 
seldom uuattended. This is another of the 
ways in which war operates with a very 
mi-Mhievous force upon the moral cha- 
racter of the great body of the people," 

The writer might have added, that a 
state of long protracted warfare is not less 
injurious to the morals of die rich. Their 
sycophancy and subserviency to those they 
consider as superiors, and by whom their 
selfish interests are aided, are fully as glar- 
ing as those of the poor. The vices of the 
rich and the poor differ only in accidental 
circumstances. Taking bo:b classes aggre- 
gately, they are equaliy debased in moral 
integrity. 



